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Washington,  D.  C.,  October  5,  1917. 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1917,  together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed  value 
of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917,  and  certain  sugges- 
tions and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  improvement  of  the 
service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  September  1,  1916,  provides  that 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed  every  two 
years.  The  assessment  beginning  July  1,  1916,  i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal 
year  1917,  is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  county : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $207,  355,  359.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 194,  743,  873.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of 

Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917 402,  099,  232.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917,  Wash- 
ington City  and  county 6,  031,  488.  48 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows : 

Washington  City  and  county : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $207, 173,  905.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 187,  035,  999.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of 

Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916 394,  209.  904.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  Wash- 
ington City  and  county 5,  913, 149.  00 

Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916 1,  318,  342.  72 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax 7,  231,  491.  72 

Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917. 

Personal  property  at  1£  per  cent $574,  750.  01 

Building  and  loan  association's,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings-  24, 469.  08 

Incorporated  savings  banks.  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  less 

interest  paid  depositors 18,  634.  64 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 88,125.40 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 77,  960.  80 

Gaslight  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 91, 183.  70 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 133,  504.  32 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 154, 107. 16 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 207,  694.  96 

Washington  Market  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from 

conduits 495.  32 

Georgetown  Barge  & Dock,  Elevator  & Railway  Co.,  5 per  cent 
on  gross  earnings , 449.  52 


Total 1,  371.  374.  91 

Increase  of  1917  over  1916  personal-tax  levy 53,  032.  20 


Number  of  personal-tax  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 

June  30,  1917 19,  584.  00 

25676—17  q 
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Summary  of  new  buildings  and  additions,  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the 
fiscal  year  1917  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1918. 


New  buildings $9,  825, 100 

Additions  and  improvements 1,  583,  700 

Total  11,408.800 

Off 280,  200 

Remaining  assessment 11, 128,  000 

Value  of  buildings  exempt  from  taxation. 

United  States > $1,  793,  400 

District  of  Columbia ¥ 103,  000 

Churches,  schools,  etc 497,  800 

Total 2,  394,  200 

Recapitulation. 

Remaining  assessment 11, 128,  000 

Exempt  from  taxation 2,  394,  200 

Net  assessment  (taxable) 8,734,400 

Number  of  new  buildings. 

Brick 1,  201 

Frame 1,  445 

Metal 425 

Stone,  concrete,  etc 102 

Total 2, 171 

Number  of  buildings  removed 345 

Increase  in  number  of  buildings 1,  826 


Comparison  of  annual  assessment  of  improvements  for  the  fiscal  years  190J/  to 

1918,  inclusive. 


Year. 

Assessment 
of  new 
buildings. 

Additions 
and  im- 
prove- 
ments. 

Conduits, 

railroads, 

etc. 

Total. 

Off. 

Remain- 

ing. 

Exempt. 

Net  as- 
sessment 
(taxable). 

1904 

$5,761,600 

$1,008,500 

$127, 945 

$6, 898, 045 

$320, 345 

$6,577,700 

$1,917,800 

$4, 659, 900 

1905 

5, 983, 100 

1,153,000 

12,300 

7, 148,400 

339, 500 

6, 808, 900 

1, 214, 700 

i 5,594,200 

1906 

4, 606,500 

847, 900 

73,346 

5, 527,  746 

305, 800 

5, 221, 946 

259, 900 

4,962,046 

1907 

13,331,000 

816, 042 

108, 642 

14,255, 684 

386, 800 

13, 868,884 

5, 166, 000 

8, 702, 884 

1908 

6, 609, 900 

594,500 

1,283, 471 

8,487,871 

294, 900 

8, 192, 971 

243, 800 

7, 949, 171 

1909 

6, 601, 500 

651, 100 

1, 281, 670 

8, 534, 270 

552, 900 

7,981, 370 

418, 200 

7,563,170 

1910 

11,391,500 

638, 200 

171, 707 

12, 201, 407 

221, 300 

11,980,107 

3, 693, 600 

8,286, 507 

1911 

10, 136, 400 

2, 076, 500 

165. 710 

12, 376,110 

296,200 

12,  079, 910 

1.306, 200 

10, 773,  710 

1912 

8, 603, 600 

1, 483, 000 

150, 660 

10, 237, 260 

589,500 

9,647,760 

' 945, 100 

8,702,660 

1913 

8, 293, 250 

2, 032, 700 

179, 550 

10, 505, 500 

419, 550 

10, 085, 950 

603, 600 

9,  482,350 

1914 

6, 625, 350 

1, 971, 050 

154, 412 

8, 750, 812 

321, 100 

8,429,712 

i 1,117,200 

7, 312, 512 

1915 

7, 566, 500 

1, 148, 500 

51, 769 

8, 766, 769 

778, 900 

7,987,869 

1 2,405,600 

5, 582, 269 

1916 

8,490, 400 

813, 400 

123, 010 

9, 426, 810 

159, 000 

9,  267, 810 

| 3, 320, 700 

5, 947, T10 

1917 

7, 191,550 

1,418, 400 

133, 044 

8,  742, 994 

586, 700 

8, 156, 294 

! 762,200 

7, 394, 094 

1918 

9, 825, 100 

1, 583,  700 

10, 408, 800 

280, 200 

10, 128, 600 

2, 394,  200 

8, 734, 400 
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Assessment- s of  land  and  improvements.  District  of  Columbia,  from  1889  to 
1911,  inclusive,  as  shown  in  yearly  reports. 


1889. 

1890. 


1893. 

1894. 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 


Year. 


Land. 


Improvements. 


Total. 


$56,585,903 
76, 714, 819 
76, 561, 141 
76,441,028 
75,928,026 
112, 830,383 
112,616,575 
107, 953, 010 
104, 719, 983 
.1  102,955,859 

102,901,846 
98,836,663 
98,881,576 
. 98, 580, 564v 

119,129,061 
119, 068,238 
. 118,912,580 

. 136,843,419 

136,774,399 
137, 200, 589 
151, 887, 660 
151,711,966 
151,616,821  j 
169,648,481 
169,153,985  ' 
169,212,099  ! 
208,279, 494 
207,173,905 
207,355,359 


$58, 899, 450 
60, 901, 600 
65, 049,  750 

69. 010. 250 

71. 096. 250 
78, 587, 421 
79, 938, 471 
80, 969, 333 
75, 656, 925 
78,300,425 
80,254,525 
77,730,886  ' 
80,470,235 
83,945,044  ( 
89,390,375  ! 
94,182,180 
98,695,716 

102,618,566 
110,532,095 
118,124,245  ‘ 
125, 683, 292 
133, 441, 805 
143, 150, 726 
160, 674, 006 
170, 045,005 
175, 912, 045 
182, 029,  784 
187,035,999 
194,743,873 


$115, 485, 353 
137, 626, 419 
141,  609, 891 

145. 481. 278 
147, 024, 276 
191,  417, 804 
192, 555, 046 
188, 922, 343 
180, 376, 908 
181, 256,  284 
183, 156, 371 
176, 567, 549 
180,334, 641 
182, 525, 608 
208, 519, 436 
213, 250, 418 
217, 608, 296 
239,461,985 
247, 306, 494 
255, 324, 834 
277, 570, 952 
285, 153,  771 
294, 767, 547 
330,322, 487 
339, 198, 990 
345, 124, 144 

390.309. 278 
394, 209, 904 
402, 099, 232 


The  amount  of  special- assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  J. 
W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  ye&r  ended  June  30,  1917.  The  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year  was  9,291. 

The  assessments  for  sidewalks,  curbing,  and  alleys  are  levied  under 
tiie  act  of  August  7,  1894;  assessments  for  street  extensions  under 
various  special  acts,  and  public  act  No.  435,  approved  March  4,  1913 ; 
assessments  for  allet^s  and  minor  streets  under  section  1608  et  seq.  of 
the  Code  of  Law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  act  of  March  2, 
1907 ; assessments  for  small  parks  under  public  act  No.  435,  approved 
March  4,  1913,  act  approved  July  21,  1914,  and  the  sundry  civil  act 
approved  August  1,  1914.  The  assessments  of  roadways  are  levied 
under  the  act  of  July  21,  1914,  and  public  act  No.  250,  approved 
September  1,  1916,  which  provides  in  section  8 as  follows: 

That  hereafter  the  half  cost  of  the  paving  or  repaving  of  a roadway  between 
the  side  thereof  and  the  center  thereof  with  sheet  asphalt,  asphalt  block,  granite 
block,  vitrified  block,  cement  concrete,  bituminous  concrete,  macadam,  or  other 
form  of  pavement  shall  be  assessed  against  the  property  abutting  the  side  of 
the  street  so  improved,  such  assessments  to  be  levied  and  collected  as  now 
provided  as  to  alleys  and  sidewalks : Provided , That  the  advertisement  by  publi- 
cation of  the  commissioners’  intention  to  do  such  work  and  the  formal  hearing 
in  respect  thereto  required  by  law  as  to  alley  and  sidewalk  improvements  shall 
not  be  required  as  to  roadway  improvements. 

There  shall  be  included  in  the  area  the  cost  of  which  is  assessable  hereunder 
only  the  roadway  area  abutting  the  property  between  lines  normally  projected 
from  the  building  line  of  the  street  being  improved  at  the  points  of  intersection 
with  the  building  lines  of  intersecting  streets. 

There  shall  be  excluded  from  the  cost  of  the  roadway  work  to  be  assessed 
hereunder,  first,  the  cost  of  all  such  work  beyond  a line  twenty  feet  from  the 
side  thereof ; second,  the  cost  of  all  such  work  within  the  space  within  which 
street  railway  companies  are  required  to  pave  by  law,  and  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  as  relieving  street  railway  companies  from  bearing 
all  the  expense  of  paving  and  repairing  streets  and  avenues  between  lines  two 
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feet  exterior  to  the  outer  rails  of  their  tracks,  as  required  by  section  5 of  the 
act  providing  a permanent  form  of  government  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
approved  June  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 


Assessment  and  permit  work 

Paving  roadways 

Assessments  levied  by  juries : 

Street  extensions 

Opening  alleys  and  minor  streets. 
Small  parks 


$138,  747.  62 
61,  786.  33 

$200,  533.  95 

114,  538.  88 
19,  447. 10 
8, 148.  43 

142, 134.  41 


Total 


342,  668.  36 


PERSONAL  TAX  ASSESSMENT. 

The  personal  tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1917  totaled  $1,371,374.91. 
The  assessed  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  amounted  to 
$38,316,667.08.  This  amount  is  levied  upon  household  furniture 
(above  the  exemption  of  $1,000),  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  jewelry, 
stock  in  trade,  boats,  vehicles,  etc.  Every  citizen,  association,  cor- 
poration, firm,  or  company  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is  required  to 
make  a return  under  affidavit,  on  a schedule  furnished  by  the  assessor, 
as  provided  in  the  act  of  July  1,  1902,  and  the  amendments  of  April 
28,  1904,  and  March  4,  1913,  for  the  assessment  of  all  tangible  per- 
sonal property.  Returns  are  to  be  filed  during  July  and  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  August  each  year.  An  amendment  to  this  act  was 
passed  on  September  1,  1916,  providing  for  the  assessment  of  in- 
tangible personal  property,  but  before  the  act  could  be  put  into  effect 
it  was  superseded  by  an  amendment  passed  by  Congress  and  ap- 
proved March  3,  1917.  This  last  act  amends  section  11  of  the  act  ot 
Congress  making  appropriations  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the 
government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1918,  and  for  other  purposes.  It  provides  that  section  6 of 
the  act  of  July  1,  1902,  known  as  the  District  of  Columbia  appropria- 
tions for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1903,  shall  be  amended,  and 
that  moneys  and  credits  including  moneys  loaned  and  invested,  bonds 
and  shares  of  stock  (excepting  the  stock  of  banks  and  other  corpora- 
tions within  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  taxation  of  which  banks 
and  corporations  is  provided  for)  of  any  person,  firm,  association, 
or  corporation  resident  or  engaged  in  business  with  said  District 
shall  be  scheduled  and  appraised  in  a manner  provided  bv  paragraph 
1 of  said  section  6 for  listing  an  appraisal  of  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty and  assessed  at  their  fair  cash  value.  Certain  exemptions  are 
provided  in  the  act,  and  under  the  rulings  of  the  corporation  counsel 
dated  May  7 and  June  14,  1917,  these  exemptions  are  as  follcnvs: 

1.  Savings  deposits  of  individuals  in  a sum  not  in  excess  of  $500  deposited 
in  banks,  trust  companies,  or  building  associations,  subject  to  notice  of  with- 
drawal and  not  subject  to  check. 

2.  Shares  of  stock  of  the  local  banks,  including  savings  banks,  the  telephone 
and  electric  light  companies,  the  gas  companies,  the  street  railway  companies, 
the  bonding  and  title  insurance  companies,  and  building  associations  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  any  other  corporation  paying  a tax  upon  its  gross 
receipts,  earnings,  premiums,  etc. 

3.  Shares  of  stock  of  any  business  company  incorporated  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  receiving  no  special  franchise  or  privilege  in  addition  to  in- 
corporation, whose  property,  real  and  personal,  or  capital  stock,  is  subject  to 
taxation  here. 
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4.  Shares  of  stock  of  business  corporations  which  are  incorporated  in  other 
jurisdictions  and  receive  no  other  special  franchise  or  privilege  here,  and 
whose  property,  real  and  personal,  or  capital  stock,  is  subject  to  taxation  here, 
and  which  are  engaged  in  business  here. 

5.  United  States  bonds,  District  of  Columbia  bonds,  and  such  other  bonds 
which  are  specifically  exempted  by  Congress  from  taxation. 

6. ’  Deposits  in  banks  and  trust  companies  of  corporations  and  individuals 
neither  resident  nor  doing  business  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

7.  Bank  notes  or  notes  discounted  or  negotiated  by  any  bank  or  banking  in- 
stitution, saving  institution,  or  trust  company. 

8.  Savings  institutions  having  no  capital  stock,  building  associations,  fire- 
men’s relief  associations,  secret  and  beneficial  societies,  labor  unions,  and 
labor-union  relief  associations,  beneficial  organizations,  paying  sick  or  death 
benefits,  either  or  both,  from  funds  received  from  voluntary  contributions  or 
assessments  upon  members  of  such  associations,  societies,  or  unions. 

9.  Life  or  fire  insurance  companies  having  no  capital  stock. 

10.  Corporation,  limited  partnerships,  and  joint-stock  associations  within 
said  District  liable  to  tax  under  the  law  of  the  said  District  on  earnings  or 
capital  stock,  shall  not  be  required  to  make  any  report  or  pay  any  further 
tax  under  this  section  on  the  mortgages,  bonds,  and  other  securities  owned  by 
them  in  their  own  right,  but  such  corporations,  partnerships,  and  associations 
holding  such  securities  as  trustees,  executors,  administrators,  guardians,  or  in 
any  other  manner  shall  return  and  pay  the  tax  imposed  by  this  section  upon 
all  securities  so  held  by  them  as  in  the  case  of  individuals. 

Failure  to  make  return  subjects  the  owner  to  a penalty  of  20  per 
cent,  which  is  added  to  the  fair  cash  value  of  both  classes  of  personal 
property.  The  rate  of  taxation  upon  all  intangible  personal  property 
is  three-tenths  of  1 per  cent;  that  is,  30  cents  on  $100  valuation,  or 
$3  on  a $1,000  valuation.  The  rate  of  taxation  on  all  tangible  per- 
sonal property  is  $1.50  per  hundred,  based  on  the  fair  cash  value  of 
the  property. 


BIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

The  act  of  1894  (28  Stats.,  282)  provides  that  a real  estate  assess- 
ment shall  be  made  over  the  entire  District  of  Columbia  during  the 
year  1895  and  every  third  year  thereafter  by  a board  of  three  assist- 
ant assessors.  The  same  act  provides  for  an  assessment  each  year  of 
all  new  buildings,  additions,  or  of  any  improvements  where  assess- 
ments have  been  omitted  for  any  previous  year. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  September  1,  1916  (public,  No. 
250),  it  is  required  that  the  triennial  assessment  shall  be  superseded 
by  a biennial  assessment.  This  biennial  assessment,  together  with  the 
yearly  assessment  of  new  structures,  has  just  been  completed,  and  will 
amount  to  approximately  $410,000,000;  about  $207,000,000  on  land 
and  the  rest  on  buildings. 

The  extraordinary  conditions  which  have  prevailed  in  this  country 
during  the  past  three  years  have  had  their  effect  on  the  values  of 
property  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  particularly  the  high-class 
acreage  properties  suitable  for  subclivisional  purposes.  The  high  cost 
of  labor  and  materials  has  discouraged  the  erection  of  suburban 
homes  and  hence  the  subdivision . of  acreage  tracts  into  marketable 
size  building  lots.  This  retardation  in  the  sale  of  acreage  property 
has  had  its  effect  in  materially  reducing  the  asking  price  for  this  class 
of  property.  The  board  of  assessors  has  recognized  this  reduced 
price  in  value  by  reducing  the  assessment  on  some  of  the  large  acreage 
tracts. 
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VAULT  RENTALS. 

In  the  District  appropriation  bill  approved  September  1,  1916.  sec- 
tion 7,  it  is  provided : 

That  hereafter  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  authorized 
and  directed  to  assess  and  collect  rent  from  all  users  of  space  occupied  under 
the  sidewalks  and  streets  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  said  space  is 
occupied  or  used  in  connection  with  the  business  of  said  users. 

No  machinery  was  provided  for  carrying  out  the  requirements  of 
this  law,  and  a committee  consisting  of  the  assessor,  assistant  corpora- 
tion counsel,  and  chief  clerk  of  the  engineer  department  was  ap- 
pointed on  September  20,  1916,  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  on  the 
manner  of  collecting  the  vault  rent.  Acting  on  that  recommendation, 
this  office  obtained  from  most  of  the  users  of  vault  space  a sworn 
statement  as  to  the  amount  of  space  occupied,  and  in  cases  where 
returns  were  not  made  measurements  were  made  by  the  employees  of 
this  office  and  bills  immediately  rendered  in  accordance  with  a certain 
formula  recommended  by  the  commission.  This  formula  provides 
that  the  rental  shall  be  obtained  by  taking  the  area  of  the  vault 
multiplied  by  the  square  foot  assessment  of  the  adjoining  lot,  and 
this  amount  by  five-tenths  of  1 per  cent,  the  minimum  rental  to  be  $5. 

As  a result,  469  bills  were  made  out  and  delivered  to  various  users 
of  vault  space,  and  about  40  per  cent  of  these  bills  have  been  paid. 
The  total  amount  of  the  rent  assessed  is  $18,587.69,  and  about  30  per 
cent  of  this  amount  has  been  collected.  Many  of  the  bills  have  been 
delivered  several  times  in  an  endeavor  to  collect  the  remaining 
amount,  and  the  last  bills  delivered  were  handed  to  the  users  with 
the  information  that  if  not  paid  immediately  the  corporation  counsel 
would  be  asked  to  enforce  payment. 

On  March  26,  1917,  a statement  of  the  case  was  forwarded  to  the 
commissioners,  and  on  April  17 'following  the  corporation  counsel 
reported  that  he  had  entered  into  a tentative  arrangement  with 
counsel  representing  the  Retail  Merchants’  Association  and  others 
for  a test  case.  As  the  law  does. not  provide  for  any  mode  of  collec- 
tion, the  District  is  obliged  to  resort  to  suit.  Any  further  collection 
of  last  years  bills  is  therefore  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation  counsel. 

In  the  deficiency  act  approved  April  17,  1917,  there  was  a pro- 
vision for  “the  employment  of  field  party  and  incidental  expenses 
in  making  survey  and  computation  relative  to  vault  privileges, 
$2,000.”  As  a result  this  office  has  a set  of  maps  and  complete  data 
relating  to  vault  spaces  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  collection  of  rentals,  however,  will  still  be  unsatisfactory  unless 
additional  legislation  is  obtained  from  Congress,  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  following  enactment  of  law  be  requested: 

Amend  the  District  appropriation  act  approved  September  1.  1916, 
by  striking  out  the  last  eight  words  of  section  7 and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following : “ by  the  owner  or  his  agent  or  lessee  in  con- 
nection with  the  premises  abutting  thereon.” 

That  all  rentals  for  vault  space  shall  be  due  and  payable  in  the 
month  of  November  of  each  year  and  shall  be  a lien  upon  the  lot, 
subdivisional  lot,  or  parcel  of  land  abutting  on  said,  vault  space  for 
which  it  is  due;  and  said  rental  shall  be  assessed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  a tax  against  said  land  at  any 
time  after  the  expiration  of  30  days  after  said  rental  becomes  due 
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and  remains  unpaid,  and  such  tax  shall  be  carried  on  the  regular 
tax  rolls  of  the  said  District  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  and 
with  the  same  penalties  for  nonpayment  as  general  taxes  on  real 
estate  in  said  District  are  collected. 

WATER-MAIN  TAX  DIVISION. 

The  water-main  tax  division  now  has  a permanent  record,  by 
square  and  lot  system,  which  will  give  the  exact  status  of  any  piece 
or  parcel  of  land  assessed  within  the  liability  period  of  three  years, 
and  is  also  a record  of  all  unpaid  assessments  made  since  1896. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1917,  assessments  for  water 
mains  were  levied  in  the  amount  of  $50,430.10,  said  assessments  being 
on  1.057  pieces  of  property;  and  the  collections  follow:  Current  tax 
accounts,  $50,649.47  r tax  sales.  March  20,  1917.  $7,469.70;  interest, 
$3,871.26;  total,  $61,990.43. 

Estimates  as  to  the  amount  of  possible  assessments  were  furnished 
the  water  department  on  114  projects  of  proposed  mains:  1,105 
notices  have  been  delivered;  9,623  tax  certificates  received  attention 
by  this  division;  1,066  bills  were  rendered,  and,  when  paid,  duly 
posted  in  such  manner  as  to  show  daily,  monthly,  and  yearly  receipts. 
Action  was  taken  on  many  routine  papers. 

The  act  of  April  22.  1904,  provides  that  if  connection  is  made 
with  a water  main  to  serve  the  premises  on  any  unsubdivided  land, 
there  shall  be  assessed  a frontage  of  50  feet  on  each  side  of  said  con- 
nection. When  the  aforementioned  tap  is  made,  a blue  print  should 
be  furnished  this  division  showing  the  exact  location  of  the  tap  so 
that  an  assessment  can  correctly  be  made  according  to  the  terms  of 
this  act  of  Congress. 

LICENSES. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1917,  this  office  issued  8.813  mis- 
cellaneous licenses,  amounting  to  $108,953.73,  a slight  decrease  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  During  the  same  period  269  barroom 
licenses  were  issued,  amounting  to  $403,500,  and  89  wholesale  licenses, 
amounting  to  $71,200,  making  the  total  receipts  from  liquor  licenses 
$474,700. 

The  District  of  Columbia  appropriation  bill  approved  March  3, 
1917.  provides  that  “all  the  authority,  duties,  discretion,  and  powers 
now  vested  by  law  in  the  assessor  of  the  District  of  Columbia  with 
respect  to  licenses  and  the  issuance  thereof,  shall,  on  and  after  July 
1.  1917,  be  transferred  to  and  vest  in  the  superintendent  of  licenses 
provided  for  in  this  act.” 

The  same  act  also  provides  that  “ on  and  after  December  31,  1917, 
all  licenses,  including  identification  tags  and  registrations,  for  motor 
vehicles  heretofore  granted  shall  expire  and  become  nnll  and  void 
and  on  and  after  January  1.  1918,  there  shall  be  charged  annually 
for  the  licensing  and  registration!  of  motor  vehicles  the  following  fees, 
which  shall  be  paid  annually  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  which  shall  include  registration  and  the  furnishing 
of  an  identification  number  tag — $5  for  each  vehicle  of  more  than 
24  horsepower  and  not  exceeding  30  horsepower,  $10  for  each  vehicle 
of  more  than  30  horsepower,  $3  for  each  vehicle  of  24  horsepower  or 
less,  and  $2  for  each  motorcycle  or  similar  motor  vehicle.” 
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Receipts  f rom  * licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1017  ( not  including 

liquor  licenses). 


Business. 


1.  Apothecaries 

2.  Auctioneers 

3.  Auctioneers’ permit . 

4.  Auto  storage 

5.  Banks  and  bankers 

6.  Bill  posters 

7.  Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables 

8.  Boarding  houses 

9‘  Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants 

10.  Cattle  dealers 

11.  Commission  merchants 

12.  Cigar  dealers .. . 

13.  Contractors  (building) 

14.  Confectionery  establishments 

15.  Dealers  in  second-hand  personal  property 

16.  Dealers  in  markets 

17.  Dealers  in  oils  and  gasoline 

18.  Drivers  of  public  vehicles 

19.  Employment  agencies 

20.  Entertainments  fall  kinds) 

21.  Fuel  hucksters 

22.  Florists 

23.  Hotels 

24.  Laundries 

25-  Livery  stables 

26.  Loan  broker 

27.  Maturity  investment  companies 

28.  Note  brokers 

29.  Peddlers 

30.  Produce  dealers 

31.  Public  halls 

32.  Public  parks 

33.  Public  passenger  vehicles 

34.  Railroad  ticket  brokers 

35.  Restaurant  and  eating  houses 

36.  Real  estate  agents 

37.  Slot  machines 

38.  Theaters 

39.  Transfer  fees 

40.  Undertakers 

41.  Washington  Stock  Exchange 

42.  Skating  rink 

Total 


Amount. 


$1,376.00 
1,083. 34 
60.00 
3, 547. 19 

1.250.00 
73.  34 

8. 023. 00 
31.00 

1,541.75 
201. 25 
1,206.68 
17,884.00 
2,583. 46 
640. 00 
10,818.58 
2, 345. 03 
2,223.  56 
821.  00 
550. 02 

1.732.00 
144. 17 
583.  75 

4,800.59 
2,082.51 
1,805.  34 


66.  67 

75.00 
260. 48 

5.549.00 
6, 025. 03 

300.  02 
5, 903.  50 
100. 00 
8, 713.  50 
10, 729. 19 

86.00 

1.575.00 
106.  50 

1, 456.  28 
500.  00 
100. 00 


108, 953.  73 


Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number. 

$73. 00 

236 

225. 01 

13 

$60. 00 

12 

608. 12 

91 

250. 00 

3 

35.00 

4 

385. 00 

171 

50. 00 

3 

225. 05 

75 

47.50 

17 

36.  66 

32 

1,206. 00 

1,567 

108. 41 

134 

111.00 

55 

1,068.41 

300 

217. 21 

473 

13. 32 

1,415 

308. 00 

821 

56.27 

26 

895. 00 

245 

30.83 

29 

32. 50 

43 

63. 66 

51 

22.50 

191 

621.  66 

36 

66. 67 

1 

75.00 

1 

124. 97 

37 

1,603.50 

507 

2,300.00 
208. 32 

65 

3, 099. 25 

1,105 

25.00 

4 

666. 00 

513 

691.  72 

229 

10.00 

899. 99 

16 

19.00 

213 

43. 74 

63 

1 

1 

6,726.83 

9,856.  44 

8,813 

Receipts  from  licenses,  1935—16 $112,083.34 

Receipts  from  licenses,  1916-17 108,  953.  73 

Total  decrease : 3,  129.  61 

Receipts  from  36  engineer  licenses 108.  00 

Receipts  from  wholesale  and  retail  liquor  licenses 474,  700.  00 


Collections  from  automobile  office  for  year  ended  June  80,  1917. 


Description. 

Number. 

Amount. 

Automobile  and  motorcycle  tags  issued  to  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia . . . 
Automobile  and  motorcycle  tags  issued  to  nonresidents  of  District  of  Columbia. . . 

Permits  issued  to  residents  of  District  of  Columbia 

Permits  issued  to  nonresidents  of  District  of  Columbia 

Receipts  from  duplicate  tags 

9,528 
5,965 
7,390 
5,081 
316  j 

$19, 056. 00 

11.930.00 

14. 780. 00 

10. 162.00 
316. 00 
203. 50 

Money  collected  from  sale  of  lists  of  automobile  registrations 

Total  receipts  for  fiscal  year  1917 $56, 447. 50 

Total  receipts  for  fiscal  year  1916 42, 448. 00 


Total  increase. 


13,999.50 


CERTIFICATES  OF  TAXES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30.  1917.  9,722  tax  certificates 
were  issued,  as  against  9,842  in  1916.  A fee  of  50  cents  was  collected 
for  each  certificate,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,861. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


11 


ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

On  October  1,  1917,  a committee  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the 
assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  prepared  and  submitted  a state- 
ment of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive 
of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 


June  30,  1919.  The  estimate  is  as  follows: 

Realty  taxes $0,  300,  000 

Personal  taxes  (tangible) 1,500,000 

Personal  taxes  (intangible) 700,000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 500 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 00,  000 

Assessment  and  permit  work 100,  000 

Paving  roadways  (Borland  amendment) 45,000 

Park  improvements h 000 

Street  extdhsions,  assessments  and  interest  (full) 30,000 

Street  extensions,  assessments  and  interest  (one-half) 5,000 

Dog  taxes . 14,  000 

Fees : 

Surveyor = 7,  000 

Superintendent  of  weights,  measures,  and  markets 3,  000 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters 1,  000 

Tax  certificates 2,  400 

Municipal  court 17,  000 

Dog  pound_l 500 

Recorder  of  deeds  and  register  of  wills  (surplus  fees) 4, 100 

Court  of  appeals  (surplus  fees) 2,000 

Public  crematorium 300 

Fines : 

Police  court - 80,  000 

Juvenile  court 400 

Permits : 

Sewer  and  gas 3,  000 

Water  service 1,  200 

Health  department 200 

Building  department 15,  000 

Electrical  department 3,  000 

Railing  permits 400 

Licenses : 

Insurance  licenses  and  tax 120,  000 

Engineers  and  plumbers 150 

Miscellaneous 110,  000 

'Motorvand  hQrse-drawn  vehicles  (tags) 150,000 

Rents : 

Markets 25,  000 

Fish  wharves* 5,000 

Street  termini  buildings  and  wharves 12,  000 

Vault  spaces 8,  000 

Public  convenience  stations 1,  500 

Board  and  maintenance  of  insane  patients 10.  000 

Railway  tax,  highway  bridge 7,000 

Advertising  taxes  in  arrears 2,500 

Workhouse  sales 15,000 

Motor-vehicle  operators 30,000 

Miscellaneous 5,  200 


Total  — 9,  397.  350 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and 
dog  taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 192,978 


Total  available 9.  204,  372 


SUMMARY. 

The  work  of  the  office  has  consisted  in  writing  some  25  tax  ledgers, 
both  real  and  personal,  the  rendition  of  current,  arrears,  and  special 
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assessment  bills,  reports  upon  subdivisions  and  tax  certificates,  the 
issuance  of  licenses,  official  action  upon  office  reports,  etc.,  and  trans- 
fers covered  in  instruments  of  conveyance,  which  have  to  be  noted 
upon  the  card  records  as  well  as  the  ledgers. 

The  District  of  Columbia  appropriation  act  (public,  No.  378,  Sixty- 
lourth  Congress)  approved  March  3,  1917,  provides  a change  in  the 
custod}7  of  accounts  and  issuance  of  bills,  the  act  reading: 

That  on  and  after  the  date  of  the  approval  of  this  act  all  records  and 
accounts  in  any  way  relating  or  pertaining  to  the  bookkeeping,  accounting, 
and  collection  of  taxes  and  assessments  now  prepared  and  kept  in  the  office  of 
the  assessor  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  transferred  to  and  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  collector  of  taxes  of  said  District;  and  the  collector  of  taxes 
shall  hereafter  be  charged  with  the  duties  heretofore  required  of  the  assessor 
in  relation  to  the  preparation  and  issuance  of  tax  bills  and  bills  for  special 
taxes  and  assessments;  the  preparation  for  public  inspection  of  lists  of  all  real 
estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  heretofore  sold,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
sold,  for  the  nonpayment  of  any  general  or  special  tax  or. assessment ; and  said 
collector  shall  furnish,  whenever  called  upon,  a certified  statement,  over  his 
hand  and  official  seal,  of  all  taxes  and  assessments,  general  and  special,  that 
may  be  due  at  the  time  of  making  the  said  certificate ; and  he  shall  prepare  the 
lists  of  taxes  on  real  property  in  said  District  subject  to  taxation  on  which 
taxes  are  levied  and  in  arrears,  on  the  first  day  of  July  of  each  year:  Provided 
further , That  on  or  before  November  first  of  each  year  the  assessor  shall  pre- 
pare and  deliver  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  said  District  tax  ledgers  in  com-* 
pleted  form,  showing  the  assessed  owners,  amount,  description,  and  value  of  real 
property  listed  for  taxation  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; and  on  or  before 
April  first  of  each  year  the  assessor  shall  prepare  and  deliver  to  the  said  col- 
lector personal-tax  ledgers  in  completed  form,  showing  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  assessed  owners  and  the  location  and  value  of  property  assessed. 


In  the  appendix  I have  given  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  Vear  1919. 


Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  C olumbia. 


The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Appendix. 


Estimate  of  amount s necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year 

to  end  dime  @0,  19 IP. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 

• 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appro- 

priated, 

1918. 

Esti- 

mated, 

1919. 

W . P Richards .... 

Assessor 

O 

O © o 

o o o 

$3, 500 

A.  McKenzie.  W.  L.  Beale,  E.  W. 
Oyster. 

C M Davis,  J T Petty. . . 

3 assistant  assessors,  at  $3,000  each 

2 assistant  assessors,  at  $2,000  each 

9, 000 

C M Davis  .. 

1 assistant  assessor,  at  $2,000  (1  assistant 
assessor  transferred  to  office  of  the  collector  | 
of  taxes). 

5 field  men,  at  $2,000  each 

Record  cleric 

2, 000 

10,000 

1,800 

,T.  T.  Bardrofi,  F.  A.  Gunther,  F.  D. 

Allen,  L.  S.  Johnson,  C.  II.  Stone. 
R J Jones . 

10,000 

1,800 

B.  K.  Winched,  E.  B.  Fletcher 

D.  W.  Fleming: 

2 record  clerks,  at  $1,500  each < 

Record  clerk 

3,000 

1,200 

3,000 

1,200 

R.  Hamilton,  IC.  W.  Humphries, 
Lvdie  Addison. 

R.  Hamilton,  K.  W.  Humphries, 
Lydie  Addison. 

M.  G.  Dent,  S.  D.  Gage,  IT.  E. 

Woodward,  K.  C.  Berry. 

K.  C.  Berry 

3 clerks  (including  1 in  arrears  division),  at  J 
$1,400  each. 

3 clerks,  at  $1,400 each.  (Omit  the  words  “in- 
cluding 1 in  arrears  division,"  as  this  divi- 
sion now  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
collector  of  taxes.) 

4 clerks,  at  $1,200  each 

Clerk  (3  clerks,  at  $1,200  each,  transferred  to 
office  of  collector  of  taxes). 

4,200 

4,200 

4,800 

1,200 

: 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office , etc. — Continued. 


F.  E.  Hickerson,  G.  C.  Locke.. . 

D.  R.  Pretty  man 

A.  W.  Herndon,  C.  H.  Mackall. 
A.  W.  Herndon 


A.  F.  Entwisle. 
Alexander  Kish . 
F.  A.  Griffin 


PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 

E.  M.  Talcott,  B.  F.  Adams 

Daniel  H.  Edwards 

C.B.  Cotton 

Augustus  Willige 

C.  D.  Clayton,  M.  L.  Granville 
E.  I.  Mack. 

C.  D.  Clayton,  M.  L.  Granville 


The  work  of  preparing  maps  for  the  hoard 
of  assessors,  the  labor  entailed  by  reason  of 
transfers  of  title,  the  subdivision  of  real 
estate,  together  with  extra  work  made  neces- 
sary by  the  redesignation  of  all  property 
within  the  city  limits,  can  not  be  performed 
by  2 draftsmen.  It  is  believed  that  with  an 
additional  draftsman  the  work  of  the  office 
will  be  kept  up  to  date. 

2 stenographers  and  typewriters,  at  $1,200  each. 

Assistant  or  clerk 

2 messengers,  at  $600  each 

Messenger  (1  messenger,  at  $600,  transferred  to 
office  of  collector  of  taxes). 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors 

Vault  clerk 

Messenger  and  driver 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

Statement  required  by  sec.  10  of  sundry 
civil  act  approved  Aug.  1,  1914: 

Expended,  1917. 

5 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem $397. 50 

2 clerks,  at  $2  per  diem 64. 00 

Unexpended 38. 50 

Total 500.00 

Estimated,  1919. 

1 clerk,  at  $3  per  diem 500. 00 

Care  and  maintenance  of  automobile 


2,400 

900 

1,200 


1, 500 
900 
600 
500 


Total. 


2 assistant  assessors  of  personal  taxes,  at  $3,000 
each. 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

Clerk 

Assistant  clerk 

3 inspectors,  at  $1, 200  each 

2 inspectors,  at  $1,200  each  (1  inspector,  at 
$1,200,  transferred  to  office  of  collector  of 
taxes). 

Extraf  clerk  hire 

Statement  required  by  sec.  10  of  sundry 
civil  act  approved  Aug.  1,  1914: 

Expended;  1917. 

5 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem $1, 818 

2 clerks,  at  $2  per  diem 182 

Total 2, 000 

Estimated , 1919. 

1 clerk,  at  $2  per  diem $200 

3 clerks,  at  $3  per  diem 1, 800 

Total 2,000 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appro- 
! priated, 
1918. 

Esti- 

mated, 

1919. 

H.  A.  Darneille,  Henry  Naylor, 

; 7 clerks  (including  1 in  charge  of  records),  at 

$7,000 

1 

G.  W.  Popkins,  D.  M.  Cridler, 
G.  L.  Schooler,  M.  L.  Gibbs, 
W.  n.  Bell. 

H.  A.  Darneille,  Henry  Naylor, 

$1,000  each. 

5 clerks  (including  1 in  cnarge  of  records),  at 

$5,000 

G.  W.  Popkins,  D.  M.  Cridler, 
G.  L.  Schooler. 

H.  W.  Davidson,  Margaret  Burns.. 
H.  W.  Davidson 

$1,000  each  (2  clerks,  at  $1,000  each,  trans- 
| f erred  to  office  of  collector  of  taxes). 

2 clerks,  at  $900  each 

1,800 

1 

j Clerk  (1  clerk,  at  $900,  transferred  to  office  of 
collector  of  taxes). 

2 clerks,  at  $720  each 

900 

I.  B.  Manheim,  Gloria  Smith. 

1,440 

I.  B.  Manheim 

Clerk  (1  clerk,  at  $720,  transferred  to  office  of 
collector  of  taxes). 

Draftsman 

720 

M.  Clarke,  jr 

1,600 

1,200 

1,600 

L.  G.  Bouscaren 

do 

1,200 

do 

1,200 

2,400 

900 


600 

1,500 

900 

600 

500 


500 

62, 540 

54, 420 

6,000 

6,000 

1,800 

1,800 

1,400 

1,400 

1,000 

1,000 

3,600 

2,400 

2,000 

2,000 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office,  etc. — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 


Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 


Appro- 

priated, 

1918. 


Esti- 

mated, 

1919. 


INTANGIBLE  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 


A.  L.  Cheney,  G.  D.  Holmes 

E.  B.  Wood',  Willis  Howard,  L.  S. 
Williams,  L.  O.  Mallery,  W.  W. 
Dent. 


SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT  OFFICE. 


2 clerks,  at  $1,500  each 

5 inspectors,  at  $1,200  each. 


$3,000  $3,000 

6, 000  6, 000 


Clerk  to  Board  of  Personal  Tax  Appraisers 

4 clerks,  at  $1, 200  each 

On  account  of  the  large  amount  of  work 
made  necessary  by  a recent  act  of  Congress 
providing  for  the  taxation  of  intangible  per-  [ 
sonal  property,  the  office  finds  it  impossible  i 
to  handle  this  work  with  the  present  force. 
It  is  requested  that  the  appropriation  for  j 
these  clerks  be  made  available  for  use  upon  ; 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 


Total 


24,800 


1,800 

4,800 


30,200 


J..  W.  Daniel 

H.  W.  Hamilton,  F.  M.  Langston, 
M.  C.  Fitzgerald,  W.  H.  De 
Shields,  N.  H.  Stellwag,  W.  E. 
Hutchinson,  A.  E.  Grant. 

H.  W.  Hamilton,  F.  M.  Langston, 
M.  C.  Fitzgerald. 

Clara  Santelman,  Eliz.  McFarland.. 
Clara  Santelman 

W.  Moten 


Special  assessment  clerk 

7 clerks,  at  $1,200  each 


2,000 

8,400 


2,000 


3 clerks,  at  $1,200  each  (4  clerks,  at  $1,200  each, 
transferred  to  office  of  the  collector  of  taxes). 

2 clerks,  at  $900  each 

Clerk  (1  clerk,  at  $900,  transferred  to  office  of 
the  collector  of  taxes). 

Clerk 


Total 


3,600 

1,800 

900 

750 

750 

12,950 

7,250 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 

Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


o 


